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Il ABSTRACT

Domain-generality and specificity of psychotic symptoms and salience

Jun Miyata

Department of Neuropsychiatry, Aichi Medical University

The use of operational diagnostic criteria has become standard in psychiatric diagnosis, seemingly reducing the
importance of traditional psychopathology, which describes psychiatric signs and symptoms and considers their underlying
pathology. However, findings from neuroscientific research on the mechanisms of psychosis (a state characterized by
delusions, hallucinations, and ego disturbances) often align with concepts in psychopathology. This symposium
reexamined the psychopathology of psychosis from neuroscientific perspectives, including MRI, EEG, and computational
approaches. The author focused on aberrant salience caused by heightened midbrain-striatal dopamine activity and its
relation to the tendency to form delusions. We also explored the domain specificity of salience in delusions, hallucinations,
and ego disturbances, and found that, contrary to conventional theories, the dorsal striatum plays a more significant role
than the ventral striatum in aberrant salience. This approach aims to reconstruct and advance the psychopathology of

psychosis from a neuroscientific standpoint.
(Japanese Journal of Biological Psychiatry 36 (3) : 94-97, 2025)




